
Tatay Ofring plies the Pantranco-Project 2-3 route from 4 am until as late as 10 pm everyday. The couple lives in 

what could be described as a shanty in Kamias, Quezon City. Since their house is built on public land, the danger of 

demolition is imminent.  

Nanay Olympia’s story is a glimpse of the plight of many women forced to get physically-taxing 

jobs, in response to the spiraling prices of oil, utilities and commodities. Her husband has been a 

jeepney a driver since 1957 and had raised their family of 10 from his work. Before, income was 

okay because oil was not as exorbitantly priced as today. But nowadays, he is lucky enough to 

earn P400 a day. Usually, he only takes home P150 to P200. One night just last week, after 

paying “boundary,” he was left with only P40.  

Nanay Olympia’s earnings from scavenging are therefore a big help to the family. She earns around P300 to P800 a 

month from it. Together with neighbor Feliza, 75 years old, Nanay Olympia starts scavenging from 7 am until lunch 

time. They pick up papers, newspapers, boxes, plastics and bottles. They clean the items at home and sell them at a 

nearby junkshop. 

Nanay Olympia noticed that “business” was not as sound as it was before. Of late, “competition” has decreased her 

earnings. More and more children and women like her have been searching the streets for food and any recyclable 

items that can be sold.  

When scavenging, they not only suffer from hunger and stress. Often, scavengers are not allowed by house owners 

to scour their garbage for valuable items. And then there is the “baranggay-tagay.” Baranggay patrol often picks up 

the likes of Nanay Olympia to prevent them from scavenging.  

Because their budget always falls short, Nanay Olympia’s family practice every belt-tightening measure they could 

come up with that Tatay Oping is now convinced that dried fish can increase high-blood pressure. “Puro tuyo na 

lang kasi kinakain naming kaya na-stroke si Misis,” he said.  

Nanay Olympia also patiently falls in line for the P18.25 per kilo NFA rice as this is the only variety they can afford. 

Now that she has to stay in bed most of the time, Tatay Ofring has to find time to line for NFA rice.  

Center for Women’s Resources, a research and training institute for women, observed that since the Arroyo 

administration hasn’t come up with long-term and sufficient solutions to effectively provide relief to the people, 

women are forced to find work that are even hazardous to their health like scavenging just to get by. Under the 

Arroyo administration, prices have skyrocketed. Last June, inflation reached a historic high 11.4%. Arroyo’s answer 

to the plight of the people has been subsidies which will be taken from the government’s collection of Value added 

Tax (VAT) which has ballooned as oil prices went high. Women are calling for the immediate removal of VAT 

instead of subsidies that are feared to fall only to corruption. ## 

 


